Factors associated with premature medication discontinuation among responders to an MAOI or a tricyclic antidepressant.
The charts of 80 outpatients who responded to antidepressants were reviewed to determine if there was a higher rate of premature medication discontinuation with phenelzine than with imipramine. The phenelzine responders had a significantly (p less than .01) higher rate of drug discontinuation, mainly because of side effects. Controlled studies of long-term use are needed to better explain the problem of attrition.